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(54) SINTERED RARE-EARTH METAL OXIDE-ALUMINA AND ITS PRODUCTION 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain the subject sintered compact having excellent strength and toughness and 
suitable for practical use by specifying the baking temperature and the baking time of a mixture of a 
rare-earth metal oxide and alumina, thereby decreasing the crystal particle diameter of the sintered 
product below a prescribed level. 

CONSTITUTION: The objective rare-earth oxide-alumina sintered compact having crystal particle 
diameter of <30^m and free from the generation of defects such as void and pore and the abnormal 
particle growth causing the lowering of strength and toughness can be produced by forming a mixture of 
5 -95wt. % of rare-earth metal oxide such as Sc203, Y2Q3 and La203 and 5-95w t.% of alumina, heating 
the mixture at a heating rate of 1-200°C/min and keeping at 1500-1800°C for 0.1-10hr. The sintered 
compact is e.g. composed mainly of Ln4AI209 or LnAI03 (Ln is rare-earth element or their mixture). 
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Petailed Description of the Invention] 

[industrial Application] Especially this invention is proposed about a precise rare earth oxide-alumina sintered 
compact on an organization target with high reinforcement and high toughness by lessening pore in the ceramics 
leading to reinforcement or a toughness fall about a rare earth oxide-alumina sintered compact and its manufacture 
approach, and controlling abnormality grain growth. 
[0002] 

Pescription of the Prior Art] The oxide system ceramics has the high reinforcement in an elevated temperature, 
and since it excels in thermal resistance, oxidation resistance, and corrosion resistance, the temperature of hundreds 
of or less times of the melting point can trust and use it at least. So, promising ** of the rare earth oxide (the rare 
earth elements and oxide of those mixture) and alumina with which the melting point exceeds 2000 degrees C was 
carried out as a high-temperature-service ceramic ingredient. The case of the mixed ceramics which consists of two 
kinds of this oxide especially is also about 2000 degrees C, and that melting point is considered to be an effective 
thing as the so-called high temperature materials. 

[0003] However, since crystal grain caused abnormality growth and served as a big diameter of crystal grain of 100 
micrometers or more in case the mixture of an oxide is calcinated and a sintered compact is generally obtained 
about the oxide mixing ceramics, there was a problem that eburnation was hard to be carried out that pore is easy to 
be formed. And the sintered compact obtained became only what has them for the crystal grain which carried out 
abnormality growth, or said pore. [ remarkable reinforcement, toughness, and a degree of hardness and small ] In 
such a reason, by the time practical use was presented with the sintered compact of such oxide mixing ceramics, it 
did not result till today. 

[0004] In order that a rare earth oxide might generate twin crystal by the martensitic transformation in the case ot 
baking especially about Ln4aluminum 209 or the compound of a presentation which becomes LnA103, there was a 
fatal fault that only a very weak polycrystal sintered compact could be obtained. 

[0005] . 
[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] By the way, as an approach of controlling abnormality grain growth ot 
the polycrystal sintered compact of the oxide mixing ceramics mentioned above, the approach of controlling 
burning temperature and firing time was conventionally considered to be effective vaguely. However, since, as for 
the sintered compact of a rare earth oxide-alumina system, said control technique is not yet established, the actual 
condition is not put in practical use as a ceramic ingredient. 

[0006] The purpose of this invention is to propose the rare earth oxide-alumina sintered compact suitable for 
practical use in which studied the burning temperature of that, and the suitable conditions of firing time, controlled 
and had the diameter of crystal grain of this sintered compact in fitness by this about establishing said control 
technique with repetitive possibility, i.e., the polycrystal sintered compact of the oxide mixing ceramics, and both 
reinforcement and toughness were excellent, and its manufacture approach. 
[0007] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] In order to realize the purpose of upper **, as a result of inquiring 
wholeheartedly, when artificers controlled the diameter of crystal grain of the mixture sintered compact of a rare 
earth oxide and an alumina to 30 micrometers or less, it traced that the desired reinforcement and the desired 
toughness which this kind of sintered compact is expected were acquired. Then, about the conditions for obtaining 
such a diameter of crystal grain, when inquired further, performing baking which makes burning temperature within 
the limits of 1500-1800 degrees C, and makes firing time 0.1-10 hours under the predetermined blending ratio of 
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[0018] Generally if the diameter of crystal grain of a constituent particle exceeds 50 micrometers, as for the 
ceramics a strong fall will become remarkable. Therefore, particle size must be set to 50 micrometers or less in 
order to obtain the ceramic ingredient of high intensity. So, if mean particle diameter is set to 30 micrometers or 
less, since a maximum grain size is set to 50 micrometers or less, the diameter of average crystal grain will be 
controlled by this invention to 30 micrometers or less. 

[0019] Next, control of the diameter of crystal grain by control of baking conditions is effective especially at the 
time of the rare earth oxide-alumina sintered compact which uses as a principal component Ln4aluminum 209 
which produces a martensitic transformation at the time of baking, and the compound which becomes LnA103. 
That is, for the rare earth oxide-alumina sintered compact which a combination presentation calcinates and by 
which it is compounded by this invention approach which mentioned above the mixture of the rare earth oxide and 
alumina which are Ln4aluminum 209 or LnA103, since the diameter of crystal grain is controlled by 30 
micrometers or less, the diameter of crystal grain is 100. When it was mum, the seen brittleness was not observed at 
all. 

[0020] Although twin crystal does not generate that reason to the constituent particle in said sintered compact but a 
small number of twin crystal generates for the first time with progress of a crack, it is thought that it enlarges the 
reinforcement and the toughness of said sintered compact since this twin crystal absorbs the deformation energy of 
a crack and can absorb deformation energy also by motion of this twin plane. This is the device of toughening 
which is not known conventionally and is new discovery of artificers. According to an example, it explains below. 
[0021] 
[Example] 

(Example 1) It is Ho 203 in 50ml alcohol. 66g of powder, and aluminum 203 9g of powder was put in, 1 moreml 
diethylamide was added, and wet blending was carried out for 48 hours using the ball mill. It heated at 60 degrees C 
after mixed termination, and alcohol was evaporated, subsequently to 5% of polyethylene-glycol water solution, it 
put in and mixed and this was dried. Then, 45x20x4mm3 It fabricated in the generation form of magnitude. Next, 
the temperature up was carried out to 500 ** with 2-degree-C programming rate for /in air, and by 500 **, this 
generation form was held for 1 hour, and carried out temporary quenching. The temperature up of this temporary- 
quenching sample was carried out to 1650 degrees C with 10-degree-C programming rate for /in air, it was held at 
1650 degrees C for 4 hours, and the sintered compact was obtained. 

[0022] The diameter of average crystal grain of the obtained sintered compact was 3 micrometers. Moreover, the 
flexural strength of a sintered compact was 600MPa(s), and was fracture toughness value KIC=7 MP-m 1/2. 
[0023] (Example 2) It is Nd 203 in alcohol of 100 ml. Powder 1 15g and aluminum 203 35g of powder was put in, 
2 moreml diethylamine was added, and wet blending was carried out for 72 hours using the ball mill. It heated at 60 
degrees C after mixed termination, and alcohol was evaporated, subsequently to 5% of polyethylene-glycol water 
solution, it put in and mixed and this was dried. Then, 45x20x4mm3 It fabricated in the generation form of 
magnitude. Next, it is in air about this generation form. The temperature up was carried out to 500 ** with 1 .5- 
degree-C programming rate for /, by 500 **, it held for 1 hour and temporary quenching was carried out. The 
temperature up of this temporary-quenching sample was carried out to 1550 degrees C with 10-degree-C 
programming rate for /in air, it was held at 1 550 degrees C for 2 hours, and NdA103 sintered compact was 
obtained. 

[0024] The diameter of average crystal grain of the obtained sintered compact was 3 micrometers. Moreover, the 
flexural strength of a sintered compact was 550MPa(s), and was fracture toughness value KIC=7 MP-m 1/2. 
[0025] (Example 3) They are 88.2g of 20Er3 powder, and aluminum 203 in 70ml alcohol. 1 1.8g of powder was 
put in, 1 moreml diethylamine was added, and wet blending was carried out for 72 hours using the ball mill. It 
heated at 60 degrees C after mixed termination, and alcohol was evaporated, subsequently to 5% of polyethylene- 
glycol water solution, it put in and mixed and this was dried. Then, 45x20x4mm3 It fabricated in the generation 
form of magnitude. Next, the temperature up was carried out to 500 ** with 2-degree-C programming rate for /in 
air, and by 500 **, this generation form was held for 2 hours, and carried out temporary quenching. The 
temperature up of this temporary-quenching sample was carried out to 1530 degrees C with 15-degree-C 
programming rate for /in air, it was held at 1530 degrees C for 5 hours, and the sintered compact was obtained. 
[0026] The diameter of average crystal grain of the obtained sintered compact was 5 micrometers or less. 
Moreover, the flexural strength of a sintered compact was 600MPa(s), and was fracture toughness value KIC=8 
MP-m 1/2. 

[0027] (Example 4) They are 88.3g of 20Tm3 powder, and aluminum 203 in 70ml alcohol. 1 1.7g of powder was 
put in, 1 moreml diethylamine was added, and wet blending was carried out for 72 hours using the ball mill. It 
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CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] The rare earth oxide-alumina sintered compact characterized by being a sintered compact (rare earth 
oxide 5 - 95wt% and alumina 95 - 5wt%), and the diameter of crystal grain of this sintered compact being 30 
micrometers or less. 

[Claim 2] The sintered compact according to claim 1 with which the above-mentioned rare earth oxide-alumina 
sintered compact uses Ln4aluminum 209 or LnA103 (however, Ln rare earth elements and those mixture) as a 
principal component. ... 
[Claim 3] The manufacture approach of the rare earth oxide-alumina sintered compact characterized by heating this 
mixture with the programming rate for 1 - 200 **/after that, and calcinating by fabricating the mixture of a rare 
earth oxide and an alumina and holding in a 1 500- 1 800-degree C temperature region for 0. 1 to 1 0 hours. 
[Claim 4] The manufacture approach according to claim 3 that a rare earth oxide-alumina sintered compact is what 
uses Ln4aluminum 209 or LnA103 (however, Ln rare earth elements and those mixture) as a principal component. 
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